
































































































































The SDGs targeted all countries, whereas the MDGs had focused on 
periphery and semiperiphery countries. As summarized in the table below, 
countries did not make as much progress in the first five years as people in 2015 
hoped for. When the COVID-19 pandemic hit in 2020, progress toward many 
goals virtually stopped. In several cases, gains made during the first four years 
were nullified as countries redirected funds to battle the pandemic. With hopes 
that progress would resume, officials began referring to the period starting in 
2021 as the Decade of Action. 

UN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS, 2016-2030 

Goal Changes 2016-2020 

1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere Decline in poverty from 10 percent to 8.2 

percent worldwide 

2. Achieve food security, improve nutrition Increase of 60 million people who suffer from 

and promote sustainable agriculture food insecurity since 2016 

3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well- Increasing life expectancy and reducing 

being for all at all ages common diseases but limited by COVID-19 

4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality Increasing access to education but 260 million 

education for all school-age children not in school in 2018 

5. Achieve gender equality and empower all Fewer child marriages and more women in

women and girls politics

6. Access to clean water and sanitation for Slight increase in percentage of people who 

all have clean water and safe sanitation 

7. Access to affordable, reliable, sustainable More access to electricity in poorer countries 

and modern energy for all and more renewable energy use worldwide 

8. Economic growth, productive Stagnating or declining per capita income for 1 

employment and decent work for all in 5 countries worldwide in 2019 

9. Increase investment in infrastructure to More investments in research, infrastructure, 

achieve sustainable development and mobile connectivity in non-core countries 

10. Reduce inequalities within and among Fewer inequalities at the national scale but 

countries within countries vulnerable populations at risk 

11. Make cities and human settlements More people live in slums than ever before-up 

inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable to 828 billion people in 2020 

12. Ensure sustainable consumption and Some progress globally but as population 

production patterns increases, current trends will not be enough 

13. Combat climate change and its impacts Minor reductions in emissions in core countries 

and increased emissions in non-core countries 

14. Conserve and sustainably use oceans Progress in reducing illegal fishing but fewer 

and marine resources sustainable fishing practices put species at risk 

15. Protect and restore terrestrial (land) 32 percent of countries on track, 50 percent 

ecosystems and halt biodiversity loss making limited progress, 8 percent no progress 

16. Promote just, peaceful, and inclusive More than 70 million refugees in 2018-highest 

societies number in nearly 70 years 

17. Improve global partnership for Increasing global partnerships in trade but 

sustainable development limited by COVID-19 
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Sustainable Development Goals in Action 

Each SDG addressed a major problem facing Earth's population, and the 
problems were seen as interconnected. Success or failure in meeting one goal 
would shape success or failure in meeting others. For example, achieving Goal 
3 (ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all) would require success 
in Goal 1 (poverty), Goal 2 (hunger), Goal 4 (education), Goal 5 (gender 
equality), and Goal 6 ( clean water and sanitation). 

Each SDG was broken down into more focused targets. For example, 
Goal 11 was to make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient, 
and sustainable. The writers of this goal recognized that development of public 
transportation projects was essential to meeting the goal. Only half of the 
world's population had convenient access to public transportation. 

In many Latin American cities, many of the poorest people who most 
needed public transportation resided at the edge of the city where public 
transit often did not travel. Yet most of the potential jobs for these people were 
in the downtown area. If impoverished people had no public transportation, 
overcoming poverty became much harder. 

An additional target of Goal 11 was to reduce the environmental impact 
of cities, specifically to improve air quality. Mexico City, one of the world's 
most polluted cities, opened a bus-based rapid transit system (BRT) in 2005 
that used low-emission or electric buses. The stations were designed like train 
stations and the buses could be boarded like a subway, increasing capacity and 
efficiency. In addition, the buses had the flexibility of using dedicated bus lanes 
and roads so they cost less to develop and could reach many more people. 
Cities around the world began modeling their mass transit systems after 
Mexico City's . 
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REFLECT ON THE ESSENTIAL QUESTION 

Essential Question: How are sustainability principles related to and impact indus

trialization and spatial development? 

Sustainability Principles 

KEY TERMS 

sustainability 

sustainable development 

ecological footprint 

Impact of Sustainability Principles 

ecotourism 

Sustainable Development Goals 

510 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY: AP" EDITION 


















